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Of all created things, the loveliest 
‘And most divine are children. 


Dear Children, 


Wherever you go, one hears the word Discipline! In the class-room, itis the teacher 
cor the class leader; on the play ground, the PT. instructor. Those of you who go to music, 
dance or Karate Classes aren't spared either. ‘iscjoline’ the word seems to scream at 
you bouncing off every wall. And when finaly tired, you come home, after a long day at 
‘School its your parents saying, “Discipline yourself and you will succeed!” “Enough is 
Enough,” you might want to scream back. Well if that is how you fee, just look around’ 
‘you. Not just here on earth but up above atthe vast sky! 

The sun keeps alts planets under strict contol. ts gravitational pulps the planets 
‘close enough and the speed with which the planets move keeps them from crashing into 
the Sun, 

{tis indeed amazing to note the order and discipline that al objects in space maintain. 
Otherwise, with innumerable galaxies moving in infinite space, it would be unimaginable 
chaos. 

From time immemorial, man has tried to know the universe better. in ancient times, 
‘people believed that Miky Way was the path that led to heaven. They thought that the 
‘earth was fied in the universe and never moved. It was Galleo, the tallan astronomer, 
who confimed the theory of Copernicus that the Earth and other planets circled the Sun, 
There was strong apposition to his discoveries. Galileo, however, believed in himself and 
‘his work. He had the courage of conviction. The Roman Catholic Church rejected his 
views. He was punished and hed to spend the last eight years of his fe in prison, 


Passage of time however, proved Galileo right. 


Discipume! in 
rege \usrer 
(CA) im 
ety Be 


Dear Editor, 
This is the first time that | read 
Gokulam (Feb'97), and leamed many 
things from it. fee! itis the first among 
all the magazines for children. | liked 
the stories ‘Strength of Friendship, 
"The Rlaak! and all the comics.Stories 
‘on Swami Vivekananda and Edison 
‘wore very good. 
B.C.Yasod Kumar, 
Guntakal - 515 801. 


Doaredior, 
Gokulam is very popular in 
Hyderabad, where | tive, Even | want 
to conthibute stéries and Jokes, How 
do we send you the stories, in envo- 
lopes or intand letters? 
Sree Vidya, Hyderabad-500 037. 
Dear Sree Vidy 
‘You may send them either way. 
Ed 
Teacher : How do you spell 
weather? 
Ravi: W-E-O-T-H-E-R. 
Teacher : That's the worst 
spell of weather we ever had. 


M.Praveen (14), Pondy - 11 





Dear Editor, 

In the ‘Feb'97 issue, | liked 
the eassy written by Srividya 
Subramaniam. It was thought provok- 
ing. But the problem is that some peo- 
ple don't care to educate themselves. 

People who are rich, always try to 
make more and more money. First 
thing to do is to wipe away iliteracy. 
In Hyderabad, the Chief Minister 
asked the Municipality to clean the 
roads and lanes. But it cannot, be 
clean until and unless wo try to Keep 
‘tclean, We do itfor one or twoweeks 
‘and forget about it. This must not be 
the case. Municipality must’ take 
‘severe action against those who throw 
rubbish on the roads. 

‘M.Narsh (aged 10), Hyderabad. 


Dear Editor, 

Please increase the number of 
serials like the Mystery of the Missing 
Painting .| would ike to thank Malvika 
Dekhane, for bringing us the article, 
“And Then There Were None.” Please 
publish more ‘Appu and Kuku' car 
toons. 

Poorva Chakravarthy (aged 8) 
Chennai. 

Dear Editor, 

Gokulam, Jan'97, was very good, 
‘The story ‘Of Bows And Guns’ was 
very interesting. Thanks to 
Vishalakshmi Ramani. 

B.N.Pushpalatha, Std Vil 
Mysore 570 004, 
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Dear Editor, 
| enjoy reading "Gokulam” 
regularly. My-sister chose the 
story ti@d *Abhiram, Bhatta”, 
which was published in an earlior 
issue, for her Elocution Competi- 
tion and won 2nd prize tor the 
same. 
| have a suggestion. A 
column on “Cricket” should be 
started for cricket fans like me in 
whieh the past and forthcoming 
events about cricket can be pub- 
lished, 
‘Sunil Srinivasan, 
Bombay 400 071. 


Dear Editor, 

| am a regular reader of 
Gokulam. Your magazine has be- 
come a part of my lite 

The 1996 December issue was 
“Simply superb”, | am a great 
lover of nature. 

“All belongs to nature and nature 
belongs to all" 

This line impressed me very 
much, 

‘The poom written by Priyadarshini 
from Bangalore, "Nature and Man" 
was very good. The message given 
by her to presorvo Nature was 
great. | would like to congratulate 
her for the wonderful work 

D.Deep: 
Chennai 600 014, 
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Dear Editor, 

This Is with reference to 
Master V,Shivanand’s (Dec 96) 
lotter. | think he is not aware of the 
fact that today, In {ndla, millions & 
millions of graduates don’t got a 
Job, Their shoes got worn out 
because of thelr constant walking 
in search of work. It does not mean 
that beggars should not be given 
work at all. They should be given 
work! But graduates must belgiven 
work first. Many people complain 
that younsters learn in. India and 
go to work in foreign countries! 


How can we stop them from going 
abroad whenwe don't give them 


jobs here? 


C.K.Chandrasekar, 
aged 13, 
Coimbatore 

641 002, 


‘An elephant and an ant were going on a 
acooter and they met with an accident. The| 
elephant was badly injured but the ant was 
ot hurt. Why? 
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TIPS ON SKY WATCHING 











GONBV 08 want to go North, just 
follow the Pole Star!" was 
probably, how directions 

“were given in the 

ancient times. 

PWhether at 

sea or on land, 


* 
Wk 
stars in their dis- 


VC tincy/constetta- 


bef > 
*, * tionsRave been 


used as sign- 


posts from heaven, Learning about 
stars was just as important 








then as itis for us how to know the 
street signs. Because if you were 
lost at night, the stars might be your 
only guide. 

Today, we have a whole {ot of 
maps, sophisticated equipment 
and information of all sorts which 
help us no matter where we are and 
where we want to go 

fom the earliest times, as- 
R tronomers have named 

groups of stars (constella- 
tions) after ani- 
mals and legen- 
dary heroes. It 
however, calls 
for a great deal 
of imagination 
toconnect them 
to the figures 
they are sup: 
posed to repre: 
sent 

Even the 
constellations 
change patterns over a great pe- 
riod of time as stars are moving 
constantly at great speeds, 

If stars fascinate you and you 
enjoy observing them, here are a 
few tips on how to go about it 

















Where to watch: 
ight from stars has to travel 
through millions of miles of 


L sky before it can reach us. 


Infact light from many stars started 
its Journey long beforeman ap: 
peared on earth 





Norch 7 GOKULAM 








a=] 











‘ihe best place! 


When you 

look up into the night 

sky, you can no longer 

say that you see ‘a million stars 
gaze at youi! especially if you live 
in a crowded city, 


te -You.are probably 
oe [ooking un to see 
Ye ™ buildings, tree 





tops and a bit of 

lazy sky with stars 

trying to peep 

> ¢ * through layers 

* and layers of dust 

and smoke particles. Very bright 

lights, smog, water droplets and 

other particles in the sky reflect 

back the light making them appear 
fainter. 


place where lights don’t get in 

the way. There are several 
high-rise apartments and you can 
go on the terrace —an ideal place 
to star watch. If a street light still 
disturbs your view, position your- 
self so that the light is not in direct 
vision. 


I f you live in a city, choose a 


The outskirts of a city or town’ 
and the village fields are among the 
best places to star gaze. The sky 
here, is much clearer with lower 
levels of pollution. tis free of bright 
city lights, all of which obstruct the 
view. Even an open field, school 
playground or your backyard is just 
a8 good. If there is an artificial 
source of light obstructing your 
view, stand where a tree or a build- 
ing blocks it. 


When to watch: 


 Rerever you Tive, clear 
W moonless skies are best for 

observing stars. A strong 
wind or heavy rain cleanses the alr 
and reduces the pollution levels in 
the sky. 

Different seasons have their ad- 
vantages and disadvantages for 
sky watching. If you are well 
equipped against the cold, winter 
nights can be the best time as the 
air pollution is usually less and the 
nights set early. 

‘Onaclear dry summer night the 
stars look quite brilliant. You can 
also stay out without shivering 














GORULAM Merch 97 








[a 


FE 








ee unser the night 
ee. 
* It is better to 
rt viewing an 
hour after sunset 
thos are a be- 
* giffner, At that 
* gure the 
lanetsiand the bright stars that are 
promigéft. The fainter stars that 
appear later in the evening won't 
confuse you. By the time the sky 
lunravels the fainter stars you would 
Ibe familiar with the existing 
patterns, 

‘Some constellations are 
visible only from the North- 
lern hemisphere or South- 
Jern hemisphere. Only 
{from the equator would it 
‘eventually be possible to 
see all the stars. You 
would have to wait an 
hour, a month or even 
Jan year to see the vari- 


* 


sky. a 
[Whi you need: 
a) Get hold of a good chart. A 

chart showing the positions of plan- 

ets and star constellations in the 

Northern and Southern hemi- 

|spheres of the sky. 

b) Atorch, to enable you to study 
the chart in the darkness. It is bet- 
ter to cover the torch with a celio- 
phane or tissue paper ( a red col- 
lour is preferable). That makes it 
easier to adjust your eyes between 












ous constellations as 
they appear in ine What-to takes... 


the darkness and the light. 

c) Standing, with your head 
turned up to sky watch, will only 
give youa stiff neck and an unclear 
view. It is best to lie on your back 
and view the sky. Carry a blanket 
or mat or an easy-chair that ena- 
bles you to stretch back without 
hurting your neck. 

) You do not need to take a 
binoculars or a telescope for view- 
ing, as most prominent planets and 
constellations are best seen with 

the naked eye. Besides, the tel- 
escope and the bin- 
oculars narrow your 
field of vision, You 
can use them 
when you want to 
get a closer look 
at any one par- 
ticular star group 
or observe the 
Milky Way etc, 

e) Ask an elder to 

come star gazing 

with you. He or she 
can guide you in read- 
ing the chart and identi- 
fying those twinkling stars far away. 


tars vary greatly in size and 
brightness. They are graded 
into different magnitudes 
based on their actual brightness. 
On a clear night one can see any- 
where between 2,000 to 2,500 
stars. So, wish you hours of happy 
star gazing! 
Sunita Stephen (aged 14), 
Deepvihar High School, Goa. 
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K. Vasanth Sivaramakrishnan (aged 15), 
E.R, Hr. See. School, 
Trichy. 








Pyar 0 got 
pleasant in the Green 
Woods. Everything looked 
fresh in the spring air. 
Birds hopped and 
chirped in the new grass. 
‘A peacock looked over 
them from the branch of a 
tree, Flowers bloomed on the 
plants and bushes around. 
Suddenly, a parrot cried, 
“Holi”. For those who did not 
know, he said that itwas a spring 
festival. Human beings cel- 
ebrated it in towns and villages, 





“How do they celebrate?” asked a 
mynah, 

“With colour,” answered the par- 
rot. “They spray so much colour on 
‘one another that their clothes are dyed 
ted, green and yellow. They sing and 
dance, too." 

“it must be a lot of fun,” said a 
bulbul. 

“itis indeed,” the parrot replied. 
Some otherbirds, who knew about the 
festival, agreed, 

{As they talked about it, a hoopoe 


SEMEN Sy 


aw a 





fi; 


said that 

they, too 

should 

celebrate 

Holi in the 

woods. 
“Good 

idea!” said 

several spar- 

rows together, 

“A very good idea in- 
deed!" said the peacock, from his 
perch on the tree. "When is Holi?” 

“Today,” said the parrot 

“Then let us start,” suggested a 
pigeon. “Luckily we happen to be all 
together.” 

“Yes, we are all together,"said a 
‘crow. “But how can we have Holi fun 
without colours." 

“No, we can't,” agreed the pigeon 
ina sad tone, 


il were silent and looked dis- 
mayed, All, except the parrot. 
He was not worried. 

“"We may not have colour powders 
or paints," he said. “But wo have a 
lot of colour otherwise. And that will 
make it a merry Holl” 

They looked atthe parrot and then 
at one another. They did not know 
what he meant. 

“Look, there ig the green of grass 
and new leaves all around,” said the 
parrot. “Above, the sky is blue. For 
pink and purple and yellow, We have 
the flowers here, there and every- 
where. The butterflies flitting over 
them look even more gay.” 

The birds looked above and 
around, Their throats gurgled with 
happy sounds. 
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“And each of us has his 
cor her own colour,” added 
the parrot. "I am green, 
The mynah is dark brown, 
The pigeon is gray and 
white. The hoopos is black 
and light brown. 

“The crow is black, and 


the peacock's plumes seem 

to have all the colours of 
spring, Do we need any 
more colours?” \ 


"No," said the birds in one 
voice. 

“Then come on, friends,” 
said the parrot, "Let us sing and 
dance and celebrate Holl.” 

The peacock flew down from 
his high perch. He spread his tail 
(ike a large fancy fan and walked 
gracefully, Allthe other birds gath- 
ered around him and began to sing 
and dance. 

So merry was their dance that the 
striped squirrels, who livedin the trees. 
nearby, crawled down and joined them 
inthe Holi fun, 


O.PBhagat, 
‘New Delhi. 
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uring last year's annual 
holidays, | decided to visit my 
grandma, who lived in Madurai. | 
was to travel alone. | boarded a 
bus the very next day. After two 
hours of travel, the bus stopped 


THE BREAK 
MIX-UP 


ata place fora ten minute break 

It was a very hot day. So | de- 
cided to have a cool drink. | got 
down from the bus, had a pepsi, 

















Budding Chef; 


‘Milkmaid - 1 tin Cocoa Powder - 6 table 
Butter - 100 grams spoons 
Biscuits -200 grams (coarsely 


TRAFFIC 
CIGHTS 


broken) 
Red, Green and Yellow gems 
for the lights. 











Ina pan, mix milkmaid, cocoa 
powder and butter. Heat the mix- 
ture. Stir constantly. When the mix- 
ture starts bubbling at the sides, 

S reduce the flame and cook on me- 
dium heat for 8 to 10 minutes. Mix 
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and boarded the bus again. Very 
soon, | fell asleep. After a long 
time, | was woken up by the con- 
ductor. He said that the destina- 
tion had arrived and so | got 
down from the bus. And | got the 
shock of my life! | was in Salem 
instead of Madurai. | had 
boarded a wrong bus after hav- 
ing the pepsi. | felt like crying. 
Luckily, l found my father's friend 
there. | explained everything to 
him and he started laughing at 
my plight. He however, took me 
back to Madurai. 


C.K. Chandrasekar (aged 13), 
‘Coimbatore - 641 002. 





in the coarsely broken biscuits and 
remove from fire. Spread mixture 
on a greased plate and leave to 
cool. After cooling, decorate with 
gems and cut into bars. 


Sanuber Aafreen (aged 12), 


Sri Venkateswara Eng School, 
Kurnool - 518 301. 





Dp yar Mua? 


That ‘Turkish towel’s 
are french. 

That ‘India-ink’ comes 
from China. 

That Red Indians of 
America, are neither Indi- 


ans nor red. 


That Aborigines were the 
first people to live in Aus- 
tralia. 

That David S. Donoghue, 
dropped fresh eggs from a 
helicopter onto a Japanese 
golf course in 1979. They 
fell 198 metres and didn’t 
break! 

SKA. 









th the help of the 
clues given. 
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Clues:- 


1) The region in which light 
is completely cut off during 
Lunar Eclipse(5) 

2) The region in which some 
dull lighting will persist during 
Lunar Eclipse. (8) 

5) Planetary objects revolv- 
ing around the sun (9) 

4) The brightest star (6) 

5) The dark spots which can 
be seen on the surface of the 
sun (8) 

6) It is a planet as well as a 












R, Sindhuja, Iw 
‘(aged 11), 

{ Kendriya Vidyalaya, 

\ Bangalore - 560 071. 


ANSWERS ON PAGE - 65 
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—~~atound the sun or the 


wig 


= 
= 


me 


chemical (7) 

7) Shooting stars are not 
stars but... (7) 

8) Beautiful large sheets of 
light which seem to hang in 
the sky in the northern hemi- 
sphere (6) 

9) A zodiac sign (6) 

10) The glow of light seen 


Y 
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he next day, the boys were 
busy inviting other boys of 
the school. Everyone was 
excited and all the teach- 
ers were surprised to find 
them so restless. Manohar, 
Murthy, Kannan and 
Kovalan, were engrossed with better 
ideas for the club. Ages of time 
seemed to pass within seconds. They 
were so busy, that they did not hear 
the cuckoo bird cooing, having eaten 
the tender mango. They did not see 
the swan skimming the water. 

Kannan and Kovalan went home af- 
ter school. Kannan was excited at the 
prospect of seeing his grandma. In his 
inner-mind, Kannan thought that he 
was one of the luckiest fellows in the 
world to converse with his own 
grandma, when she was a young lady. 
With these thoughts, Kannan knocked 
on the door. The door was opened by 
his grandma. He hurled himself on her 
and hugged her. 

“What have you made for dinner?" 
asked Kannan 

“Rice and sambar, with fried pota- 
toes and appalam,” she answered 
laughingly. 

At the very mention of sambar, their 
mouths began to water and they 
rushed into the kitchen, without even 
washing their hands and face for 
which they got a good scolding from 
Kannan's great great grandma 
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REVOLUTION 
































Jy ater that night, all the 

| Uy boys assembled at the 
£24 tuined cottage, which, for 
the first time after many years, 
was buzzing with activity. Al- 
18 


ai ‘{i] We hold the gen 
eral opinion that 
only the elders 
should fight for the 
country, but it 
should not be so. 
We are the future 
citizens of this 
. country and it is our 
1 


1 most all the boys 
were excited and 
thrilled to have a 

| meeting at mid- 
night. Kannan 
silenced the | mur- 
murs by saying, 
“Dear friends, as 
we all know, our 
country is in the 
hands of slavers 


duty to participate 
inthis struggle. We 
are now going to 
| select only eleven 
j! among you for this 
|| club, The rest of 
you need not feel 
sad for you could 
| be volunteers and 

| in the absence of 

any member you 

will have the oppor 

tunity to become a member of 
the club. Murthy, Manohar and 
Kovalan have elected me as 
the leader of the club, and we 
have unanimously voted to 
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name the club, “Revolution”. 
Kovalan will talk further about 
cricket.” 


ovalan cleared his throat 
and began, “Apart from 
what Kannan has said, | 
would like to inform you that on 
Saturday afternoon when all of 
us are free, | will select the play- 
ers and they will be the perma- 
nent members of this club. 
They will have to take an oath 
on Sunday midnight in the 
presence of everybody. It's 
time we parted friends and 
thank you for being with us, Jai 
Hind.” 

Allthe boys departed except 
for Kannan and Kovalan. 
Kovalan said, “What are you 
thinking about, Kannan?” 

“1 was thinking how lucky 
1am that | could participate 
in this struggle. It was a 
long cherished desire of 
mine to contribute some- 
thing to the country. God 
has fulfilled that desire." 

Kovalan blew out the 
candle and they 
walked towards their 
grandma's house. 

Kovalan se- 
lected eleven 
players on 
Saturday 
GOKULAM Merch 97 





afternoon. Murthy was excited 
as his ambition to be a keeper 
was fulfilled. All the boys 
parted, promising to meet on 
Sunday mid-night 

Kannan and Kovalan were 
already present in the ruined 
cottage. Anand and Sathyam 
were the last to arrive. Murthy 
closed the door and Manohar 













































lit the dry wood which caught 
fire immediately. 


66] tiends, let all of us 
stretch our hands to- 
wards the fire and re- 











| peatmy words,” 
| said Kannan. 
All the boys 
stretched their 
hands and 
chorused, “We 
promise... to 
| serve our coun- 
tty and never to 
| admit defeat un- 
til we get free- 
dom. We will 
‘stake our lives to 
rescue any of 
our fellow mem: 
\, bers who are in 
the clutches of 
the enemy, We 





4 away from dan- 
ger.” 

. They all 

~" sung’ 'Vande- 

mataram’ with their 

eyes closed in deep earnest: 

ness. Their faces glowed with 

patriotism apart from the glow of 
fire which illuminated them, 

(TO BE CONTINUED) 

G. Ravi, Bangalore. 


Patient: “Hello, Doctor, | can't 
sleep. Can you help for me?” 
Doetor: "Hold on to the phone and 
Hsing you a lullaby!” 
‘A.dayashree, (aged 10), 
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CROSSWORDS-5 


































































CLUES ACROSS: CLUES DOWN: 

1. Another word for ship (4) Paddle (3) 

6. Small particle (4) Preposition (8) 

8. To coat with black Toddler (3) 
sticky substance (3) Celestial body (4) 


10. Container (3) Tiny creature (4) 
12. From midnight to Boy's name (4) 


mniciday OH). Wot one (4) 
pracergmes tad . used for storing or 
16. Deep desire for Japanese preheat 4 
money (3) Delle. dire 
17. Manner (4) Abbreviation for 
19. Throw upwards (4) number (2) a 
Chandrakant 


2 


SLONHARHS 


Solution on page 65 
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Wonder why? 








aily, at noon, 
a train pulls 
out from 


Moscow for Viadi- 
vostok, Also daily, 
and again at noon, 
another train leaves 
Vladivostok for Mos- 
cow. Suppose the 
entire journey takes 
ten days, the question 
is: how many trains 
will you meet on your 
way from Vladi- 
vostok to Moscow? 

Most people rush 
to give the answer as, 
ten, That's wrong 
though. Besides 
meeting on the way, 
the ten trains that will 
leave Moscow after 


2 












you depart from Vladivostok, you 
will also meet the trains already on 
their way at the time you left, Con- 
sequently, the right answer is not ten 
but twenty, 

Let us now proceed further, Each 
Moscow train has on board fresh 
newspapers, If you are interested in 
Moscow news, you will naturally 
buy fresh papers at each stop. Hot 
‘many fresh newspapers then, 
you buy on your ten day journey? 

1 imagine, that by now you will 


EDNG 


A DAILY 
TWICE 


ADAY 


ive the right answer of twenty, 
After all, each train you meet 
brings a fresh paper, and since 
you meet twenty, that meas 
‘you read also twenty fresh pa- 

pers. But since you will be 

travelling only ten days, 
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you will be reading a fresh daily 
twice a day. 





WHY DOES 4 FLAME 
NEVER EXTINGUISH 
ITSELF? 














wwe analyse the process of 
A combustion (the process of 

burning), have you ever 
wondered, why the flame 
never goes out, of its own 
accord? Atter all, com- 
bustion —_ produces 


carbon-di- 
oxide and water 
vapour, two non- 
combustibles 
which naturally 
cannot maintain 
combustion, Con- 
sequently, the 
flame ought to be 
enclosed by non- 
combustibles, 





which in turn bar the intake of air, 
We know that without air, combus- 
tion cannot continue. Hence the 
flame ought to go out! 

But why doesn’t this happen? 
Why does combustion go on until 
all the fuel is burnt out? Only be- 
cause gases expand when heated and 

so become lighter and rise up- 
wards, The heated-up gas does 

do not remain where pro- 
duced, but is immediately 
chased upwards by the 
clean incoming air. Ifthe 
rule of Archimedes was 
not valid for gases - 
or if there was no 
such thing as grav- 
ity, every flame would 
go out of its own accord 
after burning for a little 








100°C, The temperature at 
This is also. mentioned in Jules 


while, 
COLD BOILING 
ounds strange and impos- 
sible? But it is true! 
which it boils drops by 3°C with 
every kilometre. So at a height of 
Verne’s, ‘Hector Servadac’, where 
the brave batman, Ben-Zouf and his 


WATER AND HOT 
Water normally boils at 

about 11 kms water boils at 67°C. 
23 




















friend Servadac, had boiled water at 
66°C. Evidently this was possible 
because of the rarified atmosphere. 
‘The pressure at that height had di 
minished by about a third, But it 
extremely doubtful whether the two 
men would have felt so fit in the 
rarified atmosphere around them, 
After all, this altitude of 11 kms, is 
already in the stratosphere. We know 
pilots who reached this height with- 
‘out oxygen masks lost conscious- 
he 

Conversely, very hot boiling wa- 
ter can be obtained if pressure is 
much greater than that at ground 
level. At 300m below the ground 
level, water boils at 101°C. Ina bell 
jar of an air pump, boiling water is 
only 20°C hot 











ICE NO.5 


© have just been speak- 
W ing of cool boiling 

water. But there is still a 
more surprising thing, ‘hot ice!’ We 
have grown accustomed to the idea 
that water cannot exist in a solid 
state at a temperature above O*C, 
However, physicist Bridgman dem- 
onstrated that under very high, mon- 
strous pressures of 20600 atm, wa- 
ter solidifies and stays that way at 
temperatures way above O°C, even 
at 76°C. This ice would scorch our 
fingers provided, we are able to 
touch it, We can’t do that as it js 
formed under a powerful press in a 
vessel with very thick walls made 
of the best grades of steel. We can’t 
even see it and all that we know 
about its properties has been learned 
by performing experiments indi- 
rectly, This ‘Ice No. 5° is denser than 
ordinary ice, it is even denser than 
water. It would sink in water 
whereas ordinary ice, as we wen 
know, floats. 








Compiled by 
Subha Narasimhan, 
Madras. 





Raju: Ram, how would you stop an 
slephant on rampage dagtng up your 
garden’ 
Ram: I will hide the spade, 
S. Priya Kalyani (aged 13), 
Nirmala Matri Hig. See-School, 
Coimbatore - 18, 
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iagara 
Falls, on the 
border be- 

tween the United 
States and Canada, are 
among the most spec- 
tacular natural wonders 
of North America. They are 
‘a major tourist attraction. 
About 10 million people visit 
them annually 

Niagara Falls actually con: 
sist of two waterfalls — the 
Horseshoe Falls on the Cana- 
dian side of the border in the 
province of Ontario, and the 
‘American Falls on the U.S. side in 
the state of New York. At the falls 
the Niagara River, forming part of 
the U.S., Canada border, plunges 
into a steep canyon-like gorge. 
The gorge extends beyond 
Niagara Falls for about 11 kilome- 
tres to Lewiston, in New York state. 

Niagara Falls are by no means 
among the highest in the world: 
they are nevertheless the third 


greatest in the 
power and volume of wa- 
ter that flows over them. The total 
volume of flow varies with the se 
sons (more in summer and less in 
winter) but averages about 6,000 
cubic metres per second. The dis- 
tribution of water across the falls 
is controlled, with 85-90 percent 
flowing over the Horseshoe Falls 
and rest over the American Falls. 
The two falls, each of them 
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around 50me- 
tres high, at 
tract visitors 
throughout the 
year. However, 
the rush is far 
greater during the tourist season 
(April to October). Several steam: 
ers take sightseers close to the 
churning water at the base of the 
falls. Observation towers, ranging, 

in height from 85 to 150 me- 
also provide fine 
views of the falls. 































At night, wide beams of col- 
oured lights illuminate the 
whole area, 

Both Canada and the United 
States have exploited Niagara 
'L Falls tor hydro-electric power, 


WONDER 


Canals and tunnels direct water 
from the falls to two huge power 
plants several miles downstream at 
the end of the gorge —the Robert 
Moses plant near Lewiston, New 
York, and the Sir Adam Beck plant 
at Queenston, Ontario. 

How long have Niagara Falls 
been in existence? It is believed 
thatthe falls were formed more than 
10,000 years ago, after the last 
great ice sheet melted from 
the region. The melting 

ice caused Lake 
Erie — one of 
the Great 

Lakes 
of North 
America, to 
over flow. The 
overtlow formed. 





the Niagara 
River, which over 
the — centuries 


formed the now fa- 
mous Niagara Falls. 


Achal Narayanan, 
Besant Nagar, 
Chennai - 600 090. 
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ost of the great 
men of the past 
seem to have had 
cats as their pets. 
Having a pet seems 
to have originated very long ago. 
Egyptians had cats as pets in the 
olden days. Even the accidental 
killing of a cat was said to be a 
capital offence! 

Florence Nightingale , ‘the lady 
with a lamp’ had a big retinue of 
sixty cats which travelled with her 
wherever she went. 

Ernest Hemingway, the famous 
writer, had so many pet cats that 
he had a house built for them. 


Albert Schweitzer, 
the philosopher 
‘said, “There 
are two means 
‘of refuge from 
the miseries of 
life — music and 
cats." 

Some people had unusual pets 
also. John Quincy Adams was an 
‘American president who had an 








alligator for a pet! Itwas kept in the 
Eastern room of White House. The 
president took great pleasure in 
watching his guests rush out from 
the room in great fear! 

Florence Nightingale, also had 
a small owl as her pet and carried 
it in her coat pocket wherever she 
went 

The great scientist, Isaac New- 
ton, had a dog as his pet. He called 
his pet Diamond, The little crea- 
lure pulled some of his research 
papers which caught fire because 
of the lamp on the table. Some of 
the valuable notes were de- 
stroyed. 

Adolf Hitler of Germany, was 


very fond 
of dogs and was 
seen taking his pet dog 
for a walk even during his last 
days in the bunker. 

The famous Naturalist, Gerald 
Durrel had different types of pets 
including a donkey anda scorpion! 

Ruskin Bond, who loved nature 
and animals had a dog for a pet. 





ven in Mahabarath, 
Yudhishtra had a dog, 
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which followed him upto the gates 
of Heaven! When admission was 
denied for the animal, Yudhishtra 
said that he did 

notwanttogo (& 











to paradise 
either. 

In the epic 
poem —filiad, 
when Ulysses 


comes home after several years 
as a beggar, only his dog could 
recognise him 
So keeping a pet is not anything 
new, Itis an age old practice. Only 
the trend of keeping different ani- 
mals as pets is new. 


‘SmtKrishnaveni 
Ranganathan, 

Chennai - 
600 028 
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ere are 
é 1 


the police 
station? 
Inspector! 




























































































“inspector, there are 
more goats on the ship 


"Bogus. 
We've to stop it. 
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SSS he boys took a bus to 
NV ithe city. From there 
N they took an auto to Mr. 
\~ Saroj’s house. As they 
alighted, the boys 
looked up at the huge palatial 
building, A Tata Sierra was parked 
in front of the house. "That means 
that Mr. Saroj is at 
home. 









We'd 


better 

hang 

around till he leaves," Arjun said. 
Vikram pointed out to the little res- 
taurant opposite the house. “Let's 
go and sit there.” The boys went 
over to the restaurant. The lunch 
rush was over and the restaurant 
was practically empty. The boys 
took their seat by the window. 
From there they had a clear view 


> 


of Mr. Saroj's house. They sat 
there for almost an hour and fin- 
ished two glasses of fresh lime 
juice, a plate of tasty hot samosas. 
and two bottled drinks. “If | drink 
or eat anything more I'm sure | 
shall burst!” Arjun declared finally, 
“Let's find some other place 
Vicky.” 
Vikram nudged him, “It 
looks as though our wait 
is over. Here he 
comes!" Sure 
enough Mr. Saroj 
came out of his 
house and 
drove away in 
his car. The 
boys went out 
of the restau- 
rant, They saw 
a servant shut 
the gates and 
go inside. 
The boys went 
over towards the 
house. "How do we 
get inside?" Arjun won- 
dered aloud. Vikram was staring 
at a gypsy who was going from 
house to house making his mon- 
keys dance. Vikram turned to 
Arjun, “I think | know how to get 
in. Wait a minute. Do you have a 
five-rupee note or have we spent 
all our money in the restaurant?” 
Arjun dug into his pocket and 
brought out a crumpled five-rupee 
note. “There you are but why do 
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you need it, Vicky?” 

“Just wait and see,” Vikram de- 
clared taking the note. Arjun saw 
him walk over to the gypsy. He 
whispered something to the 
gypsy who nodded, his eyes 
gleaming with joy. 

“What did you tell 
him to do and why 
did you give him the 
money?" Arjun de- 
manded as Vikram 
came back. Vikram 
grinned. “| asked 
him to make a com- 
motion in front of Mr 
Saroj's house. I'm 
sure that the servant 
will come to chase 
him away. We must 
slip inside the gar 
den before the serv- 
ant comes out. While 
he is shooing away 
the man and his 
monkeys, we can 
slip inside through 
the French win 
dows." 

The boys looked 
around, When they 
were sure that there was no one 
in sight, they jumped over the 
fence. 

“I hope there are no dogs in this 
house. If so, we're done for,” 
Vikram said anxiously. Arjun 
shook his head. “If there was a 
dog, he would have given a warn- 


ing as soon as we jumped over. | 
think we are quite safe.” 

From behind the huge bush 
where they were hiding, the boys 
could look into the house. There 
was no sign of anyone, but Arjun 
thought he could hear the sound 





of televison from inside the house. 
The two boys waited with bated 
breath, as they saw the gypsy 
amble towards the house with his 
monkeys. He soon began sing- 
ing in a rasping tone. The front 
door opened and the servant 
looked out. The monkeys were by 





GOKULAM March 97 


4 





/ 
ta 








now clambering over the gate. 
The servant rushed out, “Shoo! 
Shoo!” he yelled brandishing his 
fist at the gypsy and his monkeys. 
Once he was out in the front, the 
boys who were hiding in the side 
garden slipped into the house 
through the huge French window. 
The hall was huge and carpeted 
A huge flight of stairs led to the 
rooms upstairs. "The servant will 
be back soon, Run upstairs!” 
Vikram warned, The boys ran up- 
stairs. “What is the matter, 
Prakash?” a voice asked sud- 
denly, The boys stiffened as a 
young lady came out of one of the 
rooms downstairs, She went to the 
window and gave an exclamation 
of annoyance when she saw the 
monkeys in her garden 
Aharassed Prakash hurried to- 
wards her, “This man has let in his 













“Traffic Cop: 

Tam going to give you a 

ticket. You were travelling 90 
miles an hour, 

Driver : That is nonsense. I have 

been driving only for fifteen minutes! 


Sandip R. Patel (aged 13), 












monkeys. Now he refuses to 

budge.” 

“T'llshow him how to move,” the 
lady declared and went outside. 
The boys who had been crouch- 
ing on the stairs heaved a sigh of 
relief and ran up into the landing 
above. 

17 A here were three rooms 
| upstairs. One of them 
JL was locked. The boys 

slipped into one of the open 
rooms. It was tastefully furnished 
and many elegant paintings hung 
on the walls, Arjun and Vikram felt 
excited but there was no sign of 
the missing painting. The room 
had an attached bathroom. 
Vikram peeped inside. There was 
another door at the other end of 
the bathroom. "| suppose that the 
other door of the bathroom opens 
into the locked bedroom, It is like 
that in my flat in Madras. Two bed- 
rooms share a common bathroom 
attached to both of them. Let's go 
through the bathroom and see 
what's in the other room.” 

Arjun followed him into the 
bathroom. They drew the bolt from 
the door and gently pushed open 
the door. “It's open!" Arjun said 
excitedly. “| almost expected it to 
be bolted from the other side." 

“Shhh!" Vikram warned. “Ican 
hear the sound of a fan rotating. 
The room is occupied.” 

The boys peeped inside: A 





42 





Merch 97 GOKULAM 





huge cot was placed in the cen- 
tre of the room. Someone was ly- 
ing down on it. As the boys looked 
closer they were shocked to see 
that the person on the bed was 
tied to the bed with ropes. 


3 | t's Uncle Chander!” Arjun 
| ] said faintly. Vikram ran into 
the room. The man on the 
bed lifted his head. “Who 
is it?" he asked in a weak voice. 

“Uncle!” Arjun said in a voice 
choked with emotion. “It's us. 
Arjun and Vikram.” 

“Arun!” Uncle Chander jerked 
his head up and groaned as pain 
seared his shoulders. The boys 
tried to undo the ropes which tied 
Uncle Chander to the bed. The 
knots held good. Arjun ran to a 
chest of drawers in a corner of the 
room. He rummaged through the 
drawers and heaved a sigh of re- 
lief as he found a pair of scissors. 
He cut the ropes and Vikram 
helped Uncle Chander to sit up. 
Arjun gave an exclamation as he 
saw the bandage on his uncle's 
arm, He remembered the red drop 
in the bed room in the cottage. 





yncle Chander had 
| changed a great deal. His 
eyes had tired shadows 
beneath them and there was a 
stubble on his chin. Vikram hur- 
ried and got a glass of water from 
a jug on the chest of drawers. 











Ramesh : Why can't a polar bear 
remove i's coat? 
Vasu : God only knows where 
Ite buttons arel 
N. Kalai Vani (aged 11), 
Salem - 686 003. 


Uncle gulped down the water and 
recovered enough to give the 
boys one of his usual winks. “So 
here | am all in one piece. How 
did my young detectives find 
me?" He tried to get up but felt 
dizzy. “I've been tied up all these 
days,” he explained apologeti- 
cally. 

“How can we escape?" Arjun 
asked Vikram. “Uncle can hardly 
stand.” 

“Shhh. | hear voices. Quick, 
let's run into the bathroom and into 
the other room." 

The boys helped Uncle to his 
feet and led him to the bathroom. 
The door opened and the servant 
and the lady entered. "He has es- 
caped. Quick, Prakash, Search all 
‘over. | told you that the monkey 
was only a ploy to help Chander 
escape. I'lltell the others to stand 
guard below.” 

Prakash looked around the 
room. The boys urged their uncle 
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through the bathroom into the 
other bedroom, but hardly had 
they entered the room when the 
door opened and the lady came 
in, She stared at the boys and 
then shouted, “Prakash, Gopal, 
Raju, here! Come here at once.” 
Within seconds three men en- 
tered the room. The boys were 
surrounded. They were all ied up. 
The lady glowered at them. “Try- 
ing to escape, eh? 
Well, Saroj has 
gone over to your 
house. He will 
come back with 
the painting. To- 
morrow we shall 
leave the coun- 
try with it. As for 
you and the 
brats, who knows what my hus- 
band will plan for you?” She 
slammed the door and locked it 


nele Chander sighed 
U Then he said, “That was 
Mrs. Saroj, She is the 
brains behind the whole plot. As 
you heard her say she will fly off 
with the goods tomorrow. | think 
that apart from this painting, she 
has some stolen bronze and 
‘wooden statues that she will be 
selling overseas for a fabulous 
price.” 
The boys tried to get loose from 
the thick ropes. Finally, after try- 
ing for quite some time they came 










to the conclusion that it was no 

use. Arjun turned to his uncle, 

“How did you get involved in all 
this?” 


U nele Chander put a hand 
over his eyes. “I was a 
fool. When Madhav and Raghav 
befriended me | was not on my 


guard. They 
said that they 
knew Mr. Saroj 
who encouraged 

struggling artists, | 

did not realise then that they were 
just using me so as to have ac- 
cess to my cottage. | suppose that 
it was Balaram who gave them 
this idea. Things went wrong for 
them when, on the night of the rob- 
bery, | came back to my cottage 
instead of going home. | was busy 
with my art work when they came 
up the path with the stolen paint- 
ing. Here again, Balaram must 
have got the spare key from fa- 
ther's key rack. They were taken 
aback to find the door open. At 
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ing and hid it in the ‘lean to! — 

| was then forced out of the 

cottage and into a bullock- 

cart and then brought 
here.” 

The boys were si- 
lent. Then Arjun began 
telling his uncle about 
how they had searched 
the cottage and had 
overheard the men 
speak about the paint- 
ing. Uncle Chander 
looked bleak when he 

heard about how wor- 
ried Grandmother, 
Grandfather and Head- 
master were. “Oh deaf! | 
wish | could get out of 
here.” But however much 
they tried neither he nor the 
boys could get free from 
the knots which tied them, 

Suddenly there was a 

commotion and sounds of 
running feet, The children 
and Uncle Chander looked at 
each other wondering what 
was happening, After a 
few minutes there was 
a sound outside their 
door. “Who is in there? 
We are the police.” 
“Help!” the boys screamed 
once the two broth: is with all their might. The door was 
ers fell on me, We had thrown open and a number of po- 
areal fight until one of the broth- jicemen came inside, They cut 
ers slashed my arm, | was then through the ropes which tied Un- 
tied up. They packed up the paint- cle and the boys. Inspector Raj 
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Gopal was surprisingly gentle as 
he helped up Uncle Chander. 
“How did you know we were 
here?" Vikram demanded as he 
rubbed his wirst. One of the po- 
licemen grinned. “Mr. Saroj, 
Balaram and the brothers Madhav 
and Raghav have been arrested. 
The painting has been recovered, 
twas your friend who told us that 
you had come here to spy on Mr 
Saroj.” The boys were glad to go 
out into the fresh air. Uncle 
Chander who had been cooped 
-up inside the room all these days 
drew a deep breath as he went 
out on the arm of the inspector. 
Mrs. Saroj, Gopal, Prakash and a 
few other men were sitting in the 
police jeep. They turned away sul- 
lenly when the boys and the po- 
licemen came out. The boys 












‘Ramlal : Hey! Shyam, 
‘you cannot fish here. This is 
my lake. Did you not 
see the sign? 
‘Shyam : Yes, I saw it! But it 
read ‘Private’ so I did not 
read further. 
Sandip R. Patel (aged 13), 

Ahmedabad - 1. 


helped their Uncle into another 
jeep and the inspector drove them 
home. 

Grandfather, Grandmother, 
Headmaster and Ria were stand- 
ing by the gate waiting for them 
anxiously. The children knew that 
they would never forget the look 
on their Grandfather's face as he 
welcomed home his son. 


/FX) randmother burst into 
(Gey teats 28 she hugged her 

son. A doctor was called 
and while he attended to Uncle 
Chander, Ria told the boys about 
how she had found the painting. 
The boys told her about their part 
of the adventure, 

Grandfather in the mean time 
was begging his son's pardon. 
“Forgive me, Chander, for the 
harsh words | said to you. Once 
you recover, you just go ahead 
with your painting. One day, you 
will become a famous artist and | 
shall be the proudest person in 
the world.” 

The doorbell rang. Grand- 
mother went to answer it, She 
came back looking excited, “It is 
Mr. P-T.K. himself. He wants to talk 
to Chander and thank the children 
for recovering his painting.” 


he children trooped into 
Uncle's room as Mr. P.T.K. 
came in. He smiled at the 
children. “So these are 
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the bright young chil- 
dren who helped re- 
cover my painting! 
Hats off to you!” He 
then turned to Uncle 
Chander. “I would like 
to offer you a job in my 
art museum. | also 
heard that you are an 
artist and that you 
mean to hold an exhi- 
bition of your paintings. 
| wish you the best of 
luck and | can assure 
you that you will have 
my full support.” 

“Three cheers!” the 
children shouted. 
Grandfather, too, joined 
in the cheering, 

“I can't believe that 
we had a real adven- 
ture!" Vikram ex- 
claimed, 

"Yes," Ria said, “but 
the best part of itis that 
Grandfather and Uncle 
are friends.” 

Arjun, looking at the 
happy glow in his be- 
loved Uncle's eyes 
could not help but 
agree, 


GEETHANJALI 
(Concluded) 
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Patient : Doctor please help me. My 
memory is bad. | can’t remember anything, 
not even what happened yesterday. 

Doctor : How long have you had this prob- 
tem? 

Patient : What problem? 
K.S.A. Dhanaraj, Comibatore. 






Why are you lying on the 
railway track? 











‘Well,nothing 
lever want happens 
So I'm going to 










That won't happen either, 
there's a railway strike toda 







P. R. Balaji, Vill B, Chennai. 
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ADD COLOUR TO THIS PEACEFUL SCENE! 





‘ONTRA 


There are several let- 
ters following this 
‘Man, to make different ee Catch them all 


sf you can! 













































































CLUES: 
1, MAN 1, Numerous 
2.maN [T] 2, Fruit 
3. MAN I 3. Fertilising Substance. 
4, MAN I 4, Ahand-cuff 
5. MAN [] 5, Musical Instrument 
6. MAN 6, Akind of metal 
7. MAN 7, Large house 
8. MAN 8, Style, Custom etc. 
9. MAN 9. A landed estate 
40. MAN. 10. Long hair on a horse's neck. 











‘Suman Nandi (aged 12), Kharagpur - 1. 


Solution on page - 65 
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SHAVS. 


aster 
ebrates the 
resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. It is 


first sunday after the 


full moon, following March 21st 
the Vernal Equinox (the day when 
the sun crosses the Equator and the 
day and the night are of equal 
durations). 

Easter Sunday ends the forty day 
long period of fasting and praying 
called ‘Lent’. Lent is a period of 
abstinence starting on ‘Ash 
Wednesday’ and ending on the 
Holy Saturday’, the day prior to 





Ps 


Lent in 

cludes only the week 

days and not the sundays. 

This commemorates Christ's 
forty days’ long fast in the desert 


ince orthodox christians are 
forbidden from eating meat 
and dairy products during lent, 
they use up these things before 
hand. Eggs and butter are eaten on 
the day prior to Ash Wednesday 












the Shrove Tu This day is 
popularly called as the ‘Pan-cake 


Day in Britain. In France, itis called 
Mardi Gras’ meaning 'Fat Tuesday 

In Germany this ritual is called 
Fasinacht' or ‘the eve of the fast’ 
Bulgarian children help their par- 
ents to prepare for lent by trying to 
eat the food like lumps of cheese, 
hard boiled eggs and tit bits; with- 
using their hands. These are 
ept dangling from the ceiling, 
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‘At Ponti, in italy, a giant omlette 
is made out of one thousand eggs! 
ltaly and many other countries call 
it a ‘carnival’. The Latin phrase 
‘Carnem levare’, means ‘to remove 
meat. ‘Cheese week’ is celebrated 
in Bulgaria as well as Greece. Or- 
thodox Russians call it the ‘Butter 
week’ and use up all their butter and 
eggs in making special rye-flour 
pancakes called ‘BLINY' 

I veloped into boisterous festi-. 
vals. Noisy parades, dancing, 
fire-works, masquerades and feast- 
ing mark these carnivals. Some- 
times carnivals last upto a fortnight! 
The most spectacular carnivals are 
at Rio de Jeneiro in Brazil and New 
Orleans in the United States. 

The Holy week starts on Palm 

Sunday and lasts ‘up to Easter 


nmany countries carnivals de- 


Sunday. During the Holy Week, 
church services remind one of the 
last few days of Christ's life on 
earth. ‘Palm Sunday’ marks the 
palm strewn entry into Jerusalem, 
Holy Thursday’ or ‘Maundy Thurs- 
day’ marks the ‘Last Supper’, 
Good Friday’ marks the 
crucification and the ‘Easter Sun- 
day’ the resurrection 

Every Maundy Thursday, the day 
before Good Friday, the reigning 
British Monarch personally distrib- 
utes money to the poor in West 
Minister Abbey, London. Silver pen- 
nies are specially minted for this 
occasion. They are given to the 
people, one for each year the sov- 
ereign has lived, 

The recepients are chosen from 
a different area each year. They are 
people who have given a life time 
of voluntary service to the church 
or the community, This custom com- 
memorates the ‘washing of the 
Apostle's feet by Christ.” 

Until 1689, when William and 
Mary Il took the throne, the reign- 
ing monarch personally washed the 
feet of the poor in Britain. But there 
after money was given instead. This 
money is called ‘Maundy Money’. 
It is worth several times its face 
value. 


very Easter, the farmers and 
Ev: of the small market 
town of Tatma, north east of 
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Lima, transform their town. Ina dou- 
ble ceremony, first on Good Friday 
and again on Easter Sunday every 
millimetre of the town's central 
streets are covered by thousands 
and thousands of glowing flowers 
arranged in exquisite designs! The 
village women folk pluck the petals 
from the flowers harvested locally 
and fill them in sacks, after sepa- 
rating them according to their col- 
ours. 

As the dusk falls, designers from 
each village draw with chalk the 
outlines of llamas, bulls, Andean 
pipers, geometric patterns of a car- 
pet and even famous cartoon fig- 
ures. The villagers spend the en- 
tire night in filing the outlines with, 
the petals of appropriate colours. 
By dawn, the whole place is a con- 
tinuous series of flower carpets, 
‘each about 10 metre long and with 
the name of the village which cre- 
ated it. 

Soon atter dawn on Good Friday, 
the church doors open and the 
statue of Virgin Mary is carried in a 
procession by about thirty hefty 
men. They. walk behind the priest, 
who goes on blessing the villagers. 


4 


As the procession goes’on, the 
flower carpets are trampled and the 
petals are biown into the gutters. 
Nothing remains! But on the follow- 
ing day, the Easter Saturday, the 
villagers begin the whole process 
with renewed vigour and with 
newer designs! So on Easter 
Sunday the floral carpets are back 
on the streets — spread end to 
end, 


_ ungarian men splash their girl 

“friends with water until they 
are rewarded with coloured 
Easter eggs, on ‘Water Drench 
Monday’, also called the ‘Master 





Monday.’ In big cities, the old fash- 
ioned water drenching ritual has 
been replaced by a ceremony 
where a few drops of eau-de co; 
logne are sprinkled over women by 
their boy friends. This ceremony is 
meant to bring good harvest and 
ensure good health 

New ciothes and feast mark the 
Easter festival. 


‘Smt.Visalakshi Ramani, 
Coimbatore - 641 002. 
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Do you know how clouds are formed? Clouds form 
when water vapour in the air 
is lifted high enough up into 
the sky for it to cool down 
and condence. 4 

You can create a cloud, 
too. 





Ice cubes 


Cloud 
forms 


You need 
A tall bottle 
Ice cubes 


hot water Hot esse 





Fill up the bottle with hot 
water (don’t use boiling water because the bottle could 
crack). Leave it to stand for five minutes and then pour 
away three quarters of the water. Place ice cubes over 
the open top of the bottle and watch a cloud form. 
How does it work? Some of the water turns to water 
vapour in the warm air. When it meets the cold area 
created by the ice cubes, the water vapour turns into 
droplets to make a cloud. 


B. Anand (aged 11), 

Sainik School, 

Amaravathi Nagar. 
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sq km delta formed by the 
|Ganga and the Brahmaputra rivers 
West Bengal a = 


XT 


Fal Richard Attenborough’s ‘Gandhi 
[i993 1982), used over three lakh extras for 
the funeral scenes. 


India became the first coun 
mail by plane when 6500 
flown from Allahabad to Nainital in 








paid byasin- 
gle cheque was Rs 1664,00,00,000. It was 
handed over to India by the U.S. Ambassador, 
Daniel Moynihan, on February 18, 1974. 


Hl N. Tejaswy (aged 15), 
‘St.Thomas Jr.College, Hyderabad. 
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CRICKET MAN IA 


The tall unpredictable leg spinner _ 


The present Indian captain. __Q_ 


Was banned from international cricket 
for fifty days. ___© 


The ‘pundit’ who is now a T.V commentator _ 
(last name) _ _ 





A controversial captain __OQ 


He quit the team and joined politics (last name}. 


Eagle behind the wickets __O 








A good pace bowler ____ 





Rearrange the circled alphabets to get the. 
name of a series recently played in India. 


Krithika Chandrasekar (aged 20), 
No.12, Raja Enclavepitampural| 
New Delhi - 110034. | 


no vEW, 
yypung “eBoy 
‘weyeygqaid “wppaseyzy 


“WyeRyg yp I: 
“uyyoRe’ [UV 
SHAMSNV 
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This happened to me when | 
was in standard three. The quar- 
terly exams were over and | was 
enjoying the holidays. We, de- 
cided to go to the Marina Beach. 
Being a Sunday, it was very 
crowded. My mother asked me 
to hold her hand as she thought 
that | could get lost in the crowd. 
Then | saw a balloon seller. | was 
tempted and went to have a 
closer look at the balloons. Mo- 





ments later when | tumed around 
my mother was not there. | be- 
gan crying and running here and 
there. My mother, too, was wor- 
ried and searched for me. 
Atlast she found me and | was 
secure in her firm grasp. When- 
ever | go out | hold my mother's 
hand and never wander away 
from her. 
R.Raj Bharath, 
Std Vil 
D.A.V. School, Madras-86 








Pretend to be o mind reoder 
and tell your friend that you can 
find out his age. 

Ask him to multiply his age by 
three (he can calculate this ona 
piece of paper) add six to it, and 
multiply the total by ten. Then ask 
him to divide his answer by three 
and tell the result to you. From his, 
answer you subtract twenty, and 
divide the balance by ten. 
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1) What makes everybody sick but those 
who swallow it? 


2) Name the thing with a neck but with- 
out a head. 


3) Rearrange the letters and dis- 
cover the countr; 
DENWALNEAZ 


hidden in them. 






4) What has sixty 
keys but never opens 
a door? 

5) What flics 


but never gets 
anywhere? 





6) What did 
the floor say to 


the wall? 





‘Surprise him by announcing h 
age 

Suppose your frier 
ten, 





Chandra kumar, 
10x3 = 30 Std VIL, 


3046 = 36 Bangalore. 
36x10 = 3¢ 











36023 =120 quo 

120-20 =100 SYD NOK IeaW WMI(9 

100 + 10= 10 ‘O0|4VS <oUDId Ip 

This method will wo! ‘pulnjosz MeN (e “el 
numbers. Og {ZS Asouny (1 


Nagbhushan.N 
Bangalore - 54 | 


Ssansiy 
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hould some- 
one ask you 
this question, you may say, ‘a 
few kilometres’ in answer. 
Because you have not taken 
into account the objects in the 
sky. Just look up at the moon 
Itis nearly 380,000 kms away. 
The sun is at a distance of 150 
million kms. The sun that is 
1,384,000 kms across, looks 
small at this distance. Light 
travelling 300,000 kms per sec- 
ond takes nearly 8 minutes to 
cover the distance from the sun. 
Stars are stil farther away. So 
far away that we use a larger 
measuring unit called light year, 
so that the use of very large 
numbers is avoided. A light year, 
is the distance that light travels 
in one year moving at about 





300,000 kms per 
second, 


he near- 
est star 
known as 
Proxima 
Centauri is 
4.3. light years 
away. Suppose 
a spider's 
thread is 
stretched from 
Proxima Centauri 
to earth and 


then the thread is collected. The 
spider's thread, thus collected 
will fil broad guage railway wag- 
ons lined up from Madras to 
Bangalore. This is for 4.3 light 
years. Other stars are stil farther 
away. 


ell, the farthest object 
you can see with they 
naked eye (that is with- 


out the help of a telescope or 
binoculars) is the Andromeda 
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Galaxy, a giant collection of 
billions of stars, just like our Milky 
Way Galaxy. The Andromeda 
Galaxy is so large that light takes 
89000 years to travel from one 
edge of it to the other. Yet, it looks 
like a small fuzzy object in the sky 
because it is at a staggering 
distance of 2 million light years. 
Yet it is one of the nearest galax- 
ies. There are millions of other 
galaxies still 
farther away 
in the uni- 
verse as 
revealed by 
powerful telescopes. 

Recently, a telescope 
called Hubble Space Tel- 
escope has been put into 
space. Because itis so 
high up above the 
earth where there is no 
atmosphere to block or 
disturb the faint light from the 
distant objects, it can look much 
farther than other telescopes on 
earth, It can see objects as far 
away as nine thousand million 
light years away. 


ou must have noticed 
Y that the distances are 

measured in terms of 
time, When we say the 
Andromeda Galaxy is two million 
light years away, it also means 
that the light reaching our eyes 
left the galaxy two million years 
ago. To say the same thing in a 








different way is to say that we 
see the Andromeda Galaxy as it 
was two million years ago. We 
don't know if it is still there or 
not! 


Many scientists, believe that 
the entire universe came into 
being about twelve thousand 
milion years ago. When the 
Hubble Telescope sees as far 
away as nine thousand milion 
light years, it means, it sees the 


universe as it was only three 
thousand million years from the 
beginning of the universe. 

Who knows how close 
to the beginning the future 
telescopes will take us! 


V. THIRUVENGADAM 
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enry Ford 

became a 

legend when 
| he introduced the 
| Model T engine in 
| his Motor Car. The 
| Americans fondly 
christened it “Tin 
Lissy”. It served t 
fulfil the average 
American's ambi 
tion of becoming 
the owner of a car 
‘The engine perched 
on a frame work 
supported by four 
wheels with noth- 
ing over the head! 





This stood the tes 
of time. Ev 
where people bs 
aman of vision 
The city of Detr 
unique distinction of having with 
its boundaries the f 
most all the Amer 
facturers. Ford's 
to manufact 
basic elements. He 
earth for the bas 





10 riches”, was not 
ase of Henry Ford. His 
fairly rich. When 
elve years ole his 
d and the memory re: 

him till his death, He 
in saying that he suc- 
ite because he tried to 
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live as his mother would have 
wished him to do, 

One day, Henry saw a steam 
engine on the road. This novel, 
Aoisy and powerful machine fasci- 
fated him beyond words. And his 
im was to make a similar machine 
fun on petrol, And in course of time 
the new petrol-powered, Internal 
Combustion Engine, came into be- 
ing 

The name that Henry gave to the 
trial car was ‘tricycle’. He believed 
that in course of time it would be- 
Gome a terrible rival to the bicycle 
and tricycle that were then in 

vogue. It was 
‘on its maiden 





journey, 
that a bicycle 

was necessary as an 

‘@s- cort. Suddenly it was discov- 
fed that the door of the shed was 
too narrow to allow the vehicle to 
pass through. Immediately, Henry 
caught hold of an axe and knocked 
down the door frame and part of 
the wall for its passage. The engine 
spurtted and sprang forward. At 
ter running a short distance, it 
broke down. The people who came 
to the hotel nearby derided Henry 


Ford, but he, with the help of his 
companions made quick repairs 
and started the machine again! 

Alter a few days, il was a com- 
mon sight for the people to see 
Henry drive past the hotel in his 
new car. 

The successor to this’ was the 
model T. Atno time did Henry be- 
come stagnant in his ideas or lazy 
in their execution. By stages he im- 
proved his models and in course 
of time became the foremost man 
in the field of manufacturing cars 
In the year 1940 half the number 
of cars in this world were his 

Henry was not a man of mere 
ideas butof ideals also, When war 
broke out in Europe, in the year 
1914, it disturbed his mind a great 
deal. He desired to establish 
peace in this world and for this 
Purpose desired 10 go to Europe 
and convince the war mongers 
about the gravity of their action. But 
inthis venture, he failed completely 

Henry filled his factory to such 
an extent that there was no room 
for any other executive. Though he 
placed his son at the helm of af- 
fairs, he did not allow him to do 
anything independently. Itis feared 
that his son died of disappoint- 
ment. 

For some peculiar reason, Henry 
did not believe in Banks. 

‘One day, he went to sleep as 
usual, but did not wake up 
again. This happened in the year 
1947, when he was 84 years of age. 

J. JOHN DORAIRAM, 
PASUMALAI - 625 004. 
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JOIN THE DOTS FROM 1 TO 54, 
DON'T | LOOK FUNNY? 


M. Vasanth, 
St. Joseph School, 
Vill B, Mysore. 
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ACROSS THE 


UNIVERSE 


‘ON 
TRAIL 


4. Many, 2, Mango, 
3, Manure, 4. Manacle, 

5. Mandolin, 6. Manganese, 
7. Mansion, 8. Manner, 

9. Manor, 10. Mane. 
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>| ister Undir went to the 

school library one day. 

Their class had been 
asked to do a project report. It was 
lon reptiles. Sister had chosen to 
lwrite about snakes and Mama 
Undir agreed to help. Papa was 
Jgoing to buy her some nice chart 
Paper. Even Brother agreed to help. 
“I'll draw you some pictures of 
snakes!” he offered. "Snakes are 
easy! No hands, no feet, only 
crooked lines!" 

Sister was rather excited gath- 
‘ering pictures and information. 
Mama had suggested that she 
check out the school library for in- 








chapter on reptiles. The chapter 
also had separate sections on liz- 
ards, snakes, turtles, crocodiles 
and alligators. And what startlingly 
clear and colourful pictures! 
"Much better that my biology 
book!" thought Sister. But being 
rather a book worm, she could not 
quite restrict herself to one topic. 
She got wildly distracted by the 
many volumes of encyclopedias 
for kids. She read about limericks, 
she read about festivals. She even 
read about the many types of gem 
stones. Of course, she found quite 
allot of material on reptiles. But she 
forgot all about making notes! 


Pray 





formation about snakes. "Copy 
down whatever you find interesting. 
il help you put it together,” Mama 
promised. 

So here Sister was, asking the 
librarian for help on books about 
reptiles. Soon she was immersed 
iin the stacks. She found a whole 





ust then her class mate, 
Mooshika mouse came 
to the library and spot- 
ted Sister. “What's up? 


L 


Why so serious? What are you try- 
ing to study?" Mooshika asked Sis- 
ter Undir. Sister gathered her wits 
about her with a start. “Gosh! 1 
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came here to copy down informa- 
tion for the class project. I'm going 
to do a special section on snakes. 
Don't you think its a good idea? 
Look at all the stuff on reptiles here! 
But I've been reading all sorts of 
‘other things! I'd better get back to 
the reptiles!” 

Mooshika looked at what Sister 
Undir had found. Now, Mooshika 
was a sharp one, but quite lazy and 
a bit dishonest. She had not 
yet started her project 
work. “I come to the li- 
brary only to 
story books! 
said to Sister. Sister 
smiled and asked, 
“And how is your 
project work 
coming up?" 

“I've already 
collected a lot of 
pictures." Jied 
Mooshika, “And my 
information part is 
also ready. I'm going 
to write it up at home!” Sister was 
impressed. 

Before they could work much 
longer, the school bell rang. The i- 
brarian was in a hurry to close up. 
The kids began to leave. Poor Sis- 
ter! She could not finish her work! 
What would she tell Mama? She 
Picked up Brother and ran home. 
By the time Sister and Brother had 
Washed and changed, finished up 
their milk and two idlis each, Papa 
Undir was home with some blue 
chart paper. He had even bought 















a new set of marker pens for Sis 
ter. “| will make a really nice cover 
for my project report!" said Sister, 
taking the stuff from Papa. 

“When do | get to draw some} 
snakes?" demanded Brother. He 
was feeling a little envious of Sis- 
ter. 

“I don't want your baby pictures! 
They won't even look like snakes! 
Sister replied. 

“But I'll make them real looking! 
| really willl" said 
poor Brother, 
whose class had 
not yet started do- 
ing project re- 

ports. Brother 
so wanted to 
participate in the 
exercise. 

Soon Mama 
was back. "So, when do we 
settle down for the report?" 

“wv she asked. 
“Ma, | did not write! 
down any points in my rough note} 
book. The encyclopedias were so 
interesting that..." 

Mama understood. “Well, then 

you must go back tomorrow. Let's 


y 


+ No hands. 
No feet. 












just work out the rough outline to- 
day." 


wg ister, Unair_ brought 
k some sheets of paper, a 
TNE | pair of scissors, some 

magazines, gum, a pen, 
@ pencil and an eraser. Brother| 
brought the marker pens to sketch 
some pictures. 
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“Now what?” asked Sister. "just 
[don't know where to begin!” 

“| know!" claimed Brother, “You 
[can say that snakes have no legs, 
‘while centipedes have a hundred! 
‘And then stick my snake picture 
there!” 

“Shut up!" said Sister. 

“Mal Look at her!” complained 
Brother. 

“Hold it! Hold it, both of you!” 
Mama Undir said. “There's a very 
simple rule on how most docu- 
ments should be written. First, you 
tell them what you are going to tell 
them. Second, you tell them. And, 
finally, you tell them what you have 
told them!” 

Sister laughed. “I understand - 
first an introduction to the subject, 
then the subject and, finally, the 


conclusion!” 

Meanwhile, Brother had started 
cutting pictures from the maga- 
zines. He had found a very good 
colour picture of a cobra with its 
strong eye markings. “How about 
saying some snakes look as if they 
wear spectacles?" he asked. Sis- 
ter glared. After working for a while 
she put away al the stuff. "I have 
only two more days left! | must, | 
absolutely must go to the school 
library and get my material together 
tomorrow! The day after is submis- 
sion!" 


[ he next day, during 
k break, Sister Undir 
IN| rushedito the library. She 
already knew where to look. It did 
not take her much time to locate 
the encyclopedias. She went 
straight to the index and started 
looking for reptiles. "Reptiles, rep- 
tiles, ...! Here it is! Pages 225 to 
230! Turn, turn, quick!" 

Sister was puzzled. The index 
clearly had a major section on rep- 
tiles. It also showed sub-sections 
on the corcodiile, the snake, the liz~ 
ard, and the turtle. But she just 
could not find the pages! They 
seemed to have simply been torn 
out! Sister was aghast! She took 
the book to the librarian and tried 
toexplain. Instead of believing her, 
the librarian thought that it was Sis- 
ter Undir who had been up to mis- 
chief and was reporting the miss- 
ing pages just to cover up! "I re- 
member seeing you in here yester- 
day! Not many kids come here so 
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frequently looking for material! How 
do | know it was not you?" de- 
manded the Libraman. 


[A] ister was marched ot 
Ss the Principal's office 
[NY] The missing pages were 
reported. Poor Sister! She was all 
tensed up! To be accused of tear 
ing pages out of a library book! The 
Librarian looked rather grim, mak- 
ing Sister Undir even more uncom- 
fortable. "What have you to say? 
asked the Principal. 

"Sir, | did not do anything! It was 
not me! Yesterday | had found in- 
formation on reptiles for our project 
report! | had gone there again to 
‘copy down points, but the pages 
were all torn out! The encyclope- 
dia had rather a lot on snakes - | 
had chosen to write about them, 
sir!" 

The Principal looked at the Li- 
brarian, “Well, Sir!" said the Librar- 


hold back her tears. 

Looking at her the Principal said, 
“Well, you have until the end of this 
week to find out who the culprit is, 
Otherwise, I'm afraid, you shall 
have to face punishment.” 

After school that day, Sister 
Undir grabbed Brother's hand and 
ran home. “I think | know who itis - 
it must be that Mooshika, But how] 
do | make her admit it?” 

"Why would she say yes? I don't 
think its going to work,” Brother 
said, 

Papa Undir suggested telling 
Teacher everything. “if she also 
writes about snakes, then its likely] 
to be her! 

“Might work!” agreed Sister, 
“Though its a little sneaky! Bat oth- 
erwise I'm in trouble.” 

So Sister asked for some private 
time with Teacher. She explained 


ian, "We have been having 2 py past, 


spate of page tearing from li 
brary books lately. Even 
pages from comics and 
other story books are 
found missing! | 
have to punish on. 
the basis of suspi- 
cion! I'd like to 
make an exam- 
ple of this 
case!” 

“itwasn't me, 
Sir!” said Sister in 
a shaky voice, as 
she tried her best to 







Know 
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leverything. Teacher did not like 
Iwhat she heard one itt bit. “I don’t 
know which one of you is at fault, 
but let us wait and watch,” she 
said. 

Sister Undir completed her re- 
port with the help of her biology 
book, the dictionary and whatever 
they could find at home. Brother did 
help - in page numbering the re 
port. A week later all the reports 
were returned to the students with 
Teacher's remarks. Sister Undir 
had got 8 on 10! There was only 
Jone person who got more than her 
- 9 on 10. Sister was looking at 
IMooshika to check what she had 
|got. Mooshika was sitting very stil 
Teacher asked both, Sister and 
Mooshika to wait after class. 
“Why, Miss?” asked Mooshika. 
"Besides, Miss, you've forgotten to 
correct my report!” 


I eacher did not reply. But 
after class she took both 
of them to the staff room. 








“Well, Mooshika, do you want to 
confess to anything? Think before 
you reply. Sister is in trouble with 
the Principal for tearing out pages 
from library books! This is your last 
chance to tell the truth! If you are 
caught later, | will not be able to 
help you at alll” 

Mooshika did not reply. She 
looked at Sister, Her eyes were 
biazing, as if to say, how dare you 
complain about me? Sister was 
very quiet 

“I didn’t do anything!" Mooshika 
said with defiance. 

Sister looked puzzled and rather 
miserable. “Miss, don't be harsh on 
her, Miss! | didn't mean to complain 
at all! Its just that | was caught by 
the Librarian! It may well have been 
someone else! There's no proof of 
anything! 

“| have proof enough!” Teacher 
said. She had asked the school 
eon to bring Mooshika’s bag to 
the staff room. The Librarian was 
also called in. Mooshika was asked 
toopen her schoo! bag, It had sev- 
eral torn out pages folded and 
stuffed from various books. Some 
of them were pretty pictures from 
magazines. There were cuttings 
from the encyclopedia also - all 
from the section on reptiles. "These 
are my own!” protested Mooshika, 
‘stubbornly. 

But a closer examination 
showed that some of the bits had 
the school library stamp. Not only 
that, some even had stamps of a 
local lending library! 

“This is worse than | thought!” 
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remarked the Librarian. “You seem 
to make a habit of tearing out 
pages from library books - not just 
under pressure for an urgent 
school report! 


[AaB Jister_ was aghast! She 
did not know where to 
[NE ]iook. She felt that 


Mooshika was in trouble because 
ofher. 

“Don't worry!" said Teacher, 
reading her thoughts. “I got alerted 
because of you. But just look at her 
project report, She has not even 
bothered to copy out the informa- 
tion torn out from the library! It has 
just been cut and pasted! Text and 
pictures! Naturally she gets a 
zero!" 

“Please don't tell my parents! 
Miss, I'm already in trouble at 
home! Sometimes the pictures look 
80 pretty, | just can't seem to re 
sist! | don't mean to be bad!” 

“Miss, please let her go!” 
begged Sister Undir, 

"Do I have to tell you that library 
books are to be used by everyone? 
No matter how pretty the picture or 
urgent your work, should you de- 
sstroy what is meant for use by oth- 
ers?" demanded Library Miss, 

“No, Miss!" whimpered 
Mooshika. She wanted the whole 
affair to end. 

“How would you like it...” began 
Teacher. 

"No Miss! | wouldn't like it at all 
if'someone had already torn out 
pages that | wanted to read! | prom- 
ise to behave better in future! 





Please don't tell my parents!” 

But the parents had to be told 
after all! ‘Because Mooshika was 
fined a hundred rupees. In addi: 
tion she had to replace the enoy- 
clopedia. Her parents were most 
displeased! The other students felt 





ashamed to have such a person in 
their class! Mooshika did not like| 
the feeling of being left out at all, 

No wonder Sister Undir re-| 
marked later, "You may get away’ 
with tearing pages sometimes, but 
it must feel rotten when your class-| 
‘mates don't like you!” 

“Besides, it can become a com-| 
pulsive habit!” remarked Mama. 

“Then you will probably get! 
caught sooner rather than later!" 
said Papa Undir. 

“1'm never going to do such a 
thing, | promise!" declared Brother. 

Anuradha Khati Rajivan 
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SUPERCLUSTER OF 
GALAXIES 


At the University of Maine, 
astronomers have discovered 
a "Supercluster” of galaxies 
that is among the largest yet 
found. 

The supercluster consists of 
a string of 22 cluster of galax- 
ies spread out over a distance 
between 1 billion and 2 billion 
light years from the earth.lt is 
marked by an unusually dense 
knot of 6 clusters. 

“This supercluster is among 
the largest yet found, and the 
knotis as tight a structure as we 
ever see among clusters of gal- 
axies," said Dr. David Batuski 
associate professor of physics 
and astronomy at the University. 
A group of 6 clusters can be 
found ir the north hemisphere, 
and another one with 8 clusters 
in the southern half of the sky. 

Scientists study groups of 
galaxies to learn how the uni- 
verse is shaped and what 
caused it to get that way. They 
are just beginning to map it 
Fa Superclusters, inconceivably 
long strings of stars and galax 
ies have been called mountains 
of the universe separated by 
valleys of voids. They have 
been known for about 20 years. 





SPACE TRAVELLER 
MONKEYS 

Two Russian monkeys called 
Lapik’ and ‘Multik’, completed a 
two week journey into space on 
January 7, 1997, when their cap- 
sule, which also contained bugs, 
snails, flies and plants landed in 





Kazakhstan. 

The ‘Bion-lI' craft returned to 
earth near the town of Ustinai in 
Russia. 


PENGUINS 
Research revealed some sur- 
prising and unsavory secrets about 
penguins, those elegantly feath- 
ered symbols of Antarctica 





They steal each others eggs and 
come close to pecking each other 
to death to defend their territories 
Which are the remote wind swept 
nesting sites. 

Study suggests penguins’ pug 
nacity could be linked 
testosterone, that rises in the mat 
ing season and which in humans 
is associated with aggressiveness. 


THE OWL 
The owl has large, bright, wide 
eyes. These cannot move from side 








to side in their sockets. But this bird 
can turn its entire head completely 
around and look behind it without 
moving any other part of its body. 


BLIND ABDUL 
blind man from Bangalad 
has mastered the art of telling the 


















ime to the neare 





‘ond without 
er needing to look at a watch, 
Abdul Bari, 25, who was blinded 
a bout of typhoid when he was 
5, earns money in northern Tangail 
strict by displaying his rare tal- 
He learned the trick after 3 
years of practice; by counting his 
heart beat in time with a clock 
Abdul received education from a 
school for the disabled but failed 
to get a job, says a daily from 
Dhaka 











~ Suresh K.Anjum 
Calcutta 





You musthave 
seen the trains in 
Bombay. They 

are very rarely 
cleaned by the Rail- 

way Department. But 

cone always sees poor 

children take the op- CLEAN 
portunity and clean 

the train fora few coins 

These children either use a 
small hand made broom or their 
‘own shirts or shorts for cleaning. 
They bend under the 
seats, tell every pas- 
senger to put up their 
legsas they go sweep- 
ing. When their job is 
completed they put 
their hands forward 
touching their forehead 
then their stomach and 
beg. When | see this I 
feel very sad. Some 
people think giving 
them some money 
helps them. But no, it 
never helps. It only in- 
creases their numbers. 
We must take away 
their brooms and give 
them books instead 





Jacintha Nadar 
Canossa High 
school 

Bombay - 400 019. 


VIEWPOINT 


4 





Ore aay 





A when | was 


returning from 
school in an 
7 auto, | saw two young- 
sters riding their bikes 
ata great speed, They 
Boy? hit an old man who 
* was walking and 
sped away. immediately 
stopped the auto and 
rushed to the old man's help. 
Several people, who were a wit- 
ness to this did not care to help. 
Another aged person came for- 
ward and luckily recognised the 








injured man. Itwas his neighbour 
and he offered to take him to his 
house. That incident made me 
wonder why there are such cruel 
people in the world? Are there no 
feelings of kindness and affection 
in them? Just think, if you were in 
the old man’s place and no one 
came to your help, how would you 
feel? 


‘Tanuja and Geetha (aged 15,11) 
PTA School, Bangalore - 50 
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This very hard to deny 
||| the fact that each and 

|! every person on the 
L T wheel, whether a cy- 
clist, a scooterist, a motorist or 
even a bus driver, just wants to zip 





and.zoom along the road. Though 
it is a thrill for the youngsters, 
little do they realize that overtak- 
ing can turn into a.disaster, 

I travel to schoo! by cycle and 
|. am sure, many of you who also 
travel by cycles face several 
problems on the road due to over 
taking. | am rather surprised to 
see an advertisement 
on Television which 
says, "Overtaking. .No 
problem! | would like to 
add, “Yes! a disastrous 
problem!” 


Aarthi Santhanam, 
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, 
Chennai - 600 092. 
GCOKULAM Horch 97 


VIEWPOINT 


Copying and cheat- 
| ing in the exams 
are becoming a 
great problem. This 

















happened recently in our school. 
During the Geography exam, we 
had to mark the world map. One 
of the girls had a geometry box, 
with the world map printed on the 
inner-id, So, that box was passed 
around. But the teacher caught 
them copying. Why do the manu- 
facturers print such designs on 

the box? 
Shama K.Kamath (aged 14), 
Thane. 
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Soldier, after hav- 
ing been a war 
prisoner in the en- 
emy’s land was re- 
leased after fifteen 
years. He was re- 
turning home. On 
his way he saw a 
number of birds kept in 
captivity, for sale. He went 
to the shop and 
asked, “What 
s the price of 
all these birds? 
I would like to buy them.” 
fe hundred rupees,” told the 
shop keeper. The Soldier counted the 
money he had. It was exactly five 





















hundred rupees. He 
handed over the money 
to the shop keeper. He 
then took out each bird 
from the cage and let it fly 
towards the sky, back to its 
liberty. 
The surprised shop 
keeper, asked him, “You 
spent all your money just t6 
free them?” 
“Yes. I 
am just re- 
turning from fif- 
teen years of captivity! 1 
know what it is to be released from 
captivity to liberty,” said he, and left 
the place, a much more happier man 
Kolar Krishna Tye 
‘Tirupati -1. 
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AN IMPOSSIBLE MEET 
Duvownenn 


The moon rose high, 
1 crawled into bed, 
With my eyes shut tight. 


Chonk, Chonk, Chonk, 
the noise | heard, 
‘Was it a demon with a 
beard? 
1 looked at the sky, 
To catch the light. 


Behold! A maiden clad in black, 
With stars glittering in front and back 
It was the lady night, 

Waiting for her beloved knight! 





1 stood there watching her, 
‘What a pity, what a sad plight. 
She waited all through the night, 
To catch a glimpse of her dear knight 


When the wall clock sounded five, 
She leapt, unable to hide her joy. 
For there came her darling, 

‘The sun slowly crawling. 


But alas! The scene took a new turn, s 
Because of this so unpunctual sun. 

When at last he decided to proceed, 

The time had come for her to recede. 


K. Sharada Mani (aged 17), 
Salem - 7. 
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Bol baby bol, rock ‘n'rll! 
‘Wanna listen to rangeela A fabulous S- Happ bdsy 
Presating My cm band tune. Mini keyboard with 
Reali beat. Disco hs 1H piano keys Rap sie 
Fura sands eae with Sap sounds, 
ram, side dram, bans 

drum and cmb 

Campane snp 


Kapil and Sachin have 


secret to say! Bihar Cake Pana, Play the bday 
keys Acute 








Talking Pockcrabie 
Phone. Lent wha 
Sachin and Kae have 
sy abou cick 
Real elepbooe 

sound Musical 


smuscal scale, Perec tones, 





‘UM TO 
MM Toys Industries Lid 





Available at all leading t 





shops and faney stores 





Give your friends a moment to cherish. Weite to us for free greeting cards 











